Pulitzer Center Campus Consortium
2026 Campus Consortium Reporting Fellowship 

Thank you for your interest in the Pulitzer Center Campus Consortium Reporting Fellowship! 

Pulitzer Center Reporting Fellows at UW-Madison pursue independent journalism projects that cover a wide range of issues in countries around the world, including climate change, migration and refugees, global health, race and identity, and human rights. Reporting Fellows benefit from Pulitzer Center mentorship, networking opportunities, and journalism resources. Most importantly, they become part of a vibrant community. Articles, photo essays, video, audio, and interactives produced by Reporting Fellows are featured on the Pulitzer Center website and in multiple news outlets, such as the New York Times, Miami Herald, Politico, NPR, and The Guardian.

Each Campus Consortium partner school has a separate application process. Here is the process for applying via UW-Madison: 

Application deadline: Friday, March 20, 2026 at 11:59pm.

Submit your application by sending an email with all application materials to outreach@iris.wisc.edu 

Note, UW-Madison will give priority to fellowship proposals that address one of the RISE initiatives:
· Artificial Intelligence
· Environmental systems and sustainability
· Global Health

If you have any questions, contact IRIS NRC Associate Director Csanád Siklós, siklos@wisc.edu.














Name: 

Phone number: 

Email: 
(Please list one that you check frequently)

Secondary Email:
(We ask for two so that we can keep up with students using temporary school emails)

Mailing Address: 

Name of College/University: 

Major(s)/Minor(s) or Graduate Degree Program: 

Expected Graduation Year: 


Proposed project title: 

1) List your anticipated travel dates and proposed reporting location/itinerary. (Note: The Pulitzer Center will not support Campus Consortium Reporting Fellow projects in active conflict zones.)



2) Provide a preliminary TOTAL budget estimate: 
Using the lines below, include a breakdown of the total budget estimate from above. For example, AIRFARE: $200, FOOD: $300, ACCOMMODATIONS: $500, RECORDS REQUEST: $50 TRANSLATOR: $200 
The Fellowship will award up to $5,000.

Sample budget for travel:
	Flight 
	$1800 (MSN-ACC, roundtrip)

	Accommodation/Housing
	$500/mo X 2 mos = $1000 (in Accra)

	Meals & incidentals
	$50/day X 60 days = $3000

	Local transport 
	$10/day X 60 days = $600

	*CISI travel insurance ($38.50/mo)
	2 mos X $38.50/mo = $77

	Other (supplies, writing support, etc.)
	Translation services = $1000
Portable recorder = $500
Editing software = $200

Additional examples include camera, equipment, or software needed to successfully conduct your reporting project.
 


*PLEASE NOTE: CISI Travel insurance, available through UW-Madison, is a REQUIRED expense for any student proposing international travel. 


___________________: $_________
___________________: $_________
___________________: $_________
___________________: $_________
___________________: $_________
___________________: $_________

Total: $_________


3) Provide a short description of your proposed project in the space below (250 words or less). Tell us why this story matters. Tell us about the potential domestic and/or global impact of your project. Why should we care?






4) Provide a short description of your project’s capability of being produced across multiple platforms such as a podcast, short video, photo gallery, text, data visualization, interactive graphics, etc.




5) Provide a summary of any existing reporting on your topic.




6) Why are you well-suited to pursue this reporting project?

7) Tell us how the project could be the basis for public engagement such as webinars, campus presentations, online chat with the author, community forums, etc.? Who is your audience, and how will you reach them?




8) List courses you have taken or are taking that are relevant to your proposed reporting topic. You may also discuss relevant work or research experience.




9) If you are considering other distribution avenues (media outlets) apart from the Pulitzer Center, please list them here. Other distribution avenues are not required for the application to move forward.




10) Include (via link or attachment) your resume and 2-3 recent samples of your work. We welcome written and/or multimedia examples. Ensure that links are shareable and do not have restricted access. 




11) Please list 3 references (Include at least one from a faculty member. The others can be academic or professional.):
_____________________________________
(Name, Title, Phone/Email)
_____________________________________
(Name, Title, Phone/Email)
_____________________________________
(Name, Title, Phone/Email)



 

